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XXIX. An Account of the Sequel of the 
Cafe of Anne James, who had taken the 
Green Hemlock : In a Letter to the Rev. 
Thomas Birch, Secretary to the Royal 
Society, from Mr. Jofiah Colebrooke, 
F. R. S. 



Rev. Sir, 

Read Nov. 7, A SI did myfelf the honour, in De- 
17 5 ' XJL cember, 1763*, to communicate 
to the Royal Society, the good fuccefs which had 
attended taking green hemlock, in the cancerous 
cafe of Ann James (who had at that time taken it 
for more than a year), I think myfelf under an in- 
dupenfable obligation to give the fequel of that hifto- 
ry, by which it will appear, that the taking hemlock 
(tho' attended with fuch advantageous circumftances, 
and which continued for near two years) proved only 
palliative. 

In July, 1764, I was informed, that the (chirrus 
in the right breaft (which was very fmali when me 
began to take hemlock) was encreafed, and extended 
itfelf under the axilla, looked livid, oofed a little, 
and was painful. I defired a little blood might be 

* See Philofoph. Tranfaa. vol. MI. p. 346. 

taken 
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taken away, that me might take rhubarb or magne- 
fia to go through her, and then purfue the fame 
regimen with the hemlock, (he had followed before. 

For external application, I defired an ounce of 
common lead might be (craped as thin as poffible, and 
infufed in two ounces of fallad oil, to be fhaken daily 
for two or three days j when fettled, to moiften a 
linen rag with the oil, and apply it to the part j to 
renew the dreGlng every day, and to fliake the bottle 
every time after they had ufed it, that the oil might 
be the better impregnated with the drying quality 
of the lead. 

That, if the pain encreafed, they might ufe the 
following cataplafm, viz. Green hemlock one ounce, 
boiled in a fmall quantity of milk till tender, and 
then thickened with linfeed meal, or oatmeal, and 
a little oil, and applied barely warm (over the other 
drefling) once or twice in a day. 

In September, 1764, I faw her ; me complained 
that her pain was rather encreafed j and upon exa- 
mining her breafts, found the left (of which (he 
firft complained) quite eafy : in the right breaft the 
nipple was drawn in, and the fchirrus of a purple 
colour, but the difcharge was very fmall. I advifed 
her to perfift in taking the hemlock, and purfuing 
the former regimen. 

In May, 1765, I was informed that her pains 
were fo much encreafed, that {he was obliged to 
have recourfe to opiates : her breaft difcharged a 
great quantity of fcetid matter, as is ufual in cancers j 
and fhe ended a miferable life in September Jaft. 

r I hope, 



[ 273 3 

I hope, your wonted goodnefs will excufe my 
troubling you to communicate this paper to the So- 
ciety; and that you will believe me to be, with 
great refpeft and efleem, 

Rev. Sir, 

Your moft humble fervant, 

8S£»s. K Colebrooke. 



Received November 30, 1765. 

XXX. Some Account of the Effecls of a 
Storm of "Thunder and Lightening in 
Pembroke College, Oxford, on June 3, 
1 765 : In a Letter from Mr. Griffith, 
of the faid College, to the Rev. John 
Swinton, B. D. F. R. S. 

Rev. Sir, 

todDcc.io,TN compliance with your requeft, 1 

h S- ^ f en( j y 0U Sn aCC0Un( . f fhg fl- 0rm Q £ 

thunder and lightening, which fell upon Pembroke 
college, on Monday, June 3 d laft. You* intimated 
to me, that fome gentlemen of your learned Society 
had exprefled a defire of feeing an authentic account 
of it j and you have my free leave to communicate 
this to them, if you think proper. 
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